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12.—Expenditure and Bevenue of the Public Works Department for the fiscal years
ended 1921-1828,

EXPENDITURE (exclusive of Civil Government Appropriations).

Ttems, 1921, 1922, 1923 1924, 1925, 1926,

s $ $ $ 8 $
Harbour and river works.. .| 7.541,668 | 6,142,157 | 5,042,747 | 5,772,800 | 5,520,466 | 6,206,203
Dredging plant, ete..... ...| 1.456,243 | 1,211,582 | 1,380,502 | 2.004.433 | 2,043.635 | 2,350,225
Roods uad bridess ... )| 106’300 596,103 84,367 43,244 59,997 304,074
Public Buildings. | s.ea3802 | 7401282 | 6,221,986 | 7,228,548 | 8,50%.708 | 7,778,324
Telegraphs. .................| 1,085,243 | 1,024,116 | 959,880 | 'a40677 | 905,514 856,144
Miscellaneous ... | tiesiiBes | Cres.eer | Besesa | eoe.d07 | 593,482 2450461
Total............. 19,753,782 | 17,140,987 | 14,783,099 | 15,501,099 | us,630,804 | 17,830,121

From War Approgriation for
Military Hospitale. _...... 1,217,802 [ 798,527 - - -
Grand Total, ... 20,979,674 | 13,909,494 | 14,983,079 | 16,591,098 | 18,639,804 | 17,839,121
REVENUE.

Items. 1921, 1922, 1923, 1024, 1925, 1926,

' $ 3 $ $ $ 3
64,918 | 12,194 | 105337 | 117,562 92,831 85,312
128,138 | WL 139,118 | 1023081 122,588 130,594
330.470 | 4000131 | 230,037 | 284328 | 204,735 204, 181
106583 | 180,601 250,808 | 174,100 80,895 164,536
2.010 2,003 2,343 708 1,860 4,543
75,191 evene | 784,33 §19,500 | 592,909 669,735

IV.—THE INDIANS OF CANADA.!

The Indians of Canada number about 105,000, their numbers varying but
slightly from year to year. A gmall yearly increase is evident, however, and the
popular notion that the race is dissppearing is not in accordance with facts,
Before they were subjected to the degenerating effects of European civilization and
the devastating results of the many colonial wars, the numbers of both the Indians
and Eskimos were undoubtedly larger, but any reliable information as to the abor-
iginal population during either the French or the early British régime is non-existent,
and there ig.no adequate basis for a comparison between the past and present abor-
iginal popwlations.

Admissistration.—Indians are minors under the law, and their affairs are
administered by the Department of Indian Affairs under the authority of the Indian
Act. This Department is the oldest governmental organization in the Dominion,
dating back to the time of the conquest. It was originally under the military
authorities, and did not become a part of the civil administrative machinery until
1845. By section b of the British North Americs Act, 1867, the Indians of Canada
and the lands reserved for them came under the control of the Dominion Govern-
ment, and in 1873 an Act of the Canadian Parliament (R.S., ¢. 81) provided that
the Minisier of the Interior should be Superintendent-General of Indian Affairs
and as such have the control and management of the lands and property of the
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